PREFACE

IF some books come into being owing to a compelling
force whereby the writers can no longer hold their
peace, this small volume must be placed in that class ;
for so much abundant blessing is following work along
the lines indicated in these pages, and the principles
advocated are being so increasingly vindicated from
day to day that it is impossible longer to do anything
but offer them for the help of others. What the
future holds for the children of our generation not
one of us can in detail foresee; but it would be
contrary to human experience if, after such an
upheaval as we have recently passed through, there
were not introduced into human society during the
next thirty or forty years, factors of abiding influence
and possessed of far-reaching potency for good or
evil. We cannot prepare the young members of our
race for the tasks before them by describing precisely
the situations they will have to face and the methods
of meeting them, but our greatest service lies in
training their lives in right belief and right thinking;
so that when the time conies for action they will
find themselves able and adequate for the demands
then made upon them. The faith abiding in the
hearts of nations and individuals determines their
destiny ; otherwise they are mere footballs to the
boot of time and circumstance. No greater work